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Kremlin 


all other communications 
... to the maximum extent 
possible,” do involve China 
indirectly because the rail 
and other ground supply 
lines carrying weapons and 
other equipment into North 
Vietnam are routes from 
China. 

Nevertheless, by omitting 
any direct reference to 
China, the President is pre- 
sumably trying to maintain 
the rapprochment between 
the U.S. and China that he 
achieved and confirmed 
with his visit there in Febru- 
ary. 

Since the North Vietnam- 
ese offensive was launched 
in South Vietnam March 30, 
China has been markedly 
moderate and restrained in 
its support for Hanoi's cause 
and in its verbal attacks on 
the U.S. The Chinese have 
avoided personal condemna- 
tion of President Nixon. 

China's bitter ideological 
rivalry with the Soviet 
Union may cause it to stand 
back and try to reap what- 
ever gain it can from the 
challenge raised to the So- 
viet Union from President 
Nixon’s actions. 

If China takes such a posi- 
tion, that could make the 
Russian decision more tor- 
tuous because there is un- 
derlying Kremlin suspicion 
about Sino-American “collu- 
sion” against Soviet inter- 
ests. 


In the aftermath of the 
1962 Cuban missile crisis, 
the backdown that the late 
Soviet Premier Nikita S. 
Khrushchev was forced to 
make under U.S. pressure, 
and the great split between 
Moscow and Peking that oc- 
curred during his time in of- 
fice, both helped to bring 
about Khrushchev's over- 
throw on 1964. 

The positive prospect that 
President Nixon has held out 
to the world, an end to the 
Indochina war, may or may 
not be in the interest of the 
Soviet Union. U.S. strateg- 
ists have debated through 
the years whether it ( is in the 
interest of the Kremlin to 
see the war end. or to see it 
continue, draining off U.S. 
resources which otherwise 
might be pitted against the : 
Soviet Union globally. 

President Nixon's propos- 
al for ending the war With 
an internationally super- 
vised, Indochin a -w i d e 
cease-fire, a release of 
American prisoners and a 
withdrawal of all American 
forces from Vietnam, has 
previously been offered in 
several forms. 

This combination of pro- 
posals has never before ap- 
peared publicly with a time 
limit as short as “within 
four months.” But in the 
present case, this time limit 
is coupled to a continuing, 
novel, -military threat. 


